
Amaury Van Pevenaeyge  25-11-2022 
LINFO2401  NOMA: 79652200 
Master 1 Cybersecurity ULB  License MIT 

Open Source Strategy’s project 
 

During a conversation with my roommate about open-source projects on Github, he told me about the 

sherlock project and explained very briefly the purpose of this project. The goal of this project is to 

search for user accounts on the different social networks listed in the database from a given username. 

The first step of the project was to install and compile the project. To do this I just had to clone the Git 

repository and execute a command mentioned in their tutorial. So I only had to run the command 

"python3 sherlock.py username" to launch the program. 

The second step of my contribution was to contact the community to see what could be done to make 

a small contribution to this project. I was quickly told to check the CONTRIBUTING.md file to see the 

accepted contributions or to correct typos in the project documentation. So I spent more time reading 

the CONTRIBUTING.md file. After reading this file, we have the choice to add one or more sites in the 

data.json file or to bring new features. The goal of this project being to bring a light contribution to an 

Open Source project and not to add new functionalities to this one, I started to look for sites to add to 

the project. 

Being in Master 1 in Cybersecurity, the sites tryhackme and root-me came directly to my mind. While 

talking with my roommate, he also suggested me to add mastodon and couchsurfing. However, while 

inspecting the list of sites already taken into account in this project, I could quickly see that tryhackme, 

mastodon and couchsurfing were already present in the data.json file. On the other hand, root-me was 

not yet present in this file and was not included in the list of sites removed from the project because 

of errors in the tests or false positive returns. 

The last step of the project was to add root-me to the data.json file, to see if this site passed all the 

tests of the project, to make an additional test locally and to publish my merge-request. Root-me 

having passed all these steps successfully, I was able to perform my merge-request very easily by first 

forking the project and then performing the merge-request. 

 

Appendix 
 

 

Figure 1: Sherlock’s installation 
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Figure 2: Sherlock’s usage 

 

 

Figure 3: Interaction with the community 
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Figure 4: CONTRIBUTING.md 

 

 

Figure 5: Adding site format 

 

 

Figure 6: Adding root-me 
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Figure 7: execution of the tests 

 

 

Figure 8: Merge request 

 

 

Figure 9: effective test 


